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To meet the needs of highly 
gifted children who have not yet 
entered kindergarten or first 
grade, Jeffco may grant early 
entrance to these grades, thus 
grade accelerating the child by 
one year. The application 
window for the Early Access 
process is open from January 4 -  
April 1, 2018. Please visit the 
Early Access web page for more 
information. 

The Jef fco Associat ion for  
Gif t ed Children (JAGC), an 
affiliate of our state GT 
organization, the Colorado 
Association for Gifted & Talented 
(CAGT, coloradogifted.org) has 
just unveiled a new look to its 
website with a wealth of 
resources and info for parents.  
Check it out at jef fcogif t ed.org.

At our last GT Parent Seminar on 
January 29, we had over 85 
people attend a variety of 
workshops on a host of 
GT-related topics.  The topics 
were chosen based on feedback 
we received at a previous Parent 
Seminar in the fall, where we 
distributed surveys asking for 
areas of interest among our 
parent community.  

Our sessions included 
"Social-emotional Coping 
Strategies & Perfectionism", "GT 
Supports for Parents", 
"Advocating for your Advanced 
Learner: Building a Partnership 
using Effective Communication 
Strategies with Classroom 
Teachers", and "Early Access to 
Kindergarten & First Grade".

On  (6:30-8 PM in t he Board 
Room ) we are excited to host 
Ian Byrd, author of 
byrdseed.com and one of the 
leading figures in gifted 
education and creativity today.  
Please see the flyer at the end of 
this newsletter for more details.  
We highly recommend 
attendance at this event!

JEFFCO GT SHARE FAIR!

When students explore their 
passions, learning isn?t a 
chore. This year, JEFFCO GT 
students have worked beyond 
fact acquisition to apply 
learning to authentic tasks. 
Projects presented are the 
culmination of identifying a 
passion, gathering information 
and analyzing research to 
determine what has been 
discovered and relating it to 
the real world. Please come 
and share your passion by 
participating in Jefferson 
County?s Annual Gifted and 
Talented Share Fair. Present 
these passion projects at:

Jeffco School?s Annual Gif t ed 
and Talent ed Share Fair

Apr i l  24 f rom  6:30-7:30

JEFFCO Education Center 
Board Room

We hope you can join us for an 
evening of discovery!

See the GT Share Fair Website 
for more information.
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NEW GT CENTER:  ARVADA HIGH SCHOOL

Starting in the fall of 2018, students and families living in the northern half of the school district will 
have a new Gifted and Talented program available. Arvada High School will be launching the newest GT 
Center to complement the gifted and talented articulation pattern from Hackberry Hill Elementary to North 
Arvada Middle School to Arvada High School. The Arvada area joins Wheat Ridge (Stevens Elem-Everitt 
Middle-WRHS) as the only two articulation zones with GT Center options from K-12.

The need for this arose out of increasing demand across Jeffco. Arvada?s ongoing professional 
development and location allows them to fill this niche in the northern part of the school district. In order to 
do a thorough job, Arvada did not merely seek to replicate the already highly successful Wheat Ridge 
program. Much time and energy was spent in planning and creating a center from scratch that would 
effectively serve its core constituency. Led by Assistant Principal Molly Jordan, the team built elements of 
their program from Wheat Ridge, Fairview High, Denver East High and Fort Collins High, all other established 
high school GT programs.

Currently, all teachers at the school are engaged in and dedicated to professional development 
around best practices for meeting the needs of gifted and twice exceptional students. In addition to the GT 
Center program, Arvada High School also offers a significant number of GT-friendly electives and pathways. 
Students in the GT Center program at Arvada will also have the opportunity to take Honors and AP courses 
in all four core subjects. There are also pathways for students to 
complete in computer science, engineering, teaching and 
construction pre-apprenticeship.  Starting next year, the school will 
have a ProStart program focusing on culinary and business 
management, including state competitions.T he engineering 
pathway represents a partnership between CU-Boulder and AHS 
where, upon completion, students are guaranteed entry in to the 
CU-Boulder School of Engineering. Similarly, the teaching pathway, 
a collaborative between AHS and CU-Denver?s School of Education, 
will put students in front of classrooms and may net them college 
credits before finishing high school.

   

ALP PROCESS;  What  are t he St at e Requirem ent s?

By the end of February, teachers and students reported out on the progress of their Advanced 
Learning Plan (ALP). In the final third of the year, students and teachers will continue working on 
elements of the ALP before closing out the ALP in April.

Click on image to enlarge and see details of the
ALP Lifecycle.

The Colorado Department of Education's (CDE)  websites 
contains resources detailing the requirements of an ALP.  
For more information, see Colorado Department of 
Education Advanced Learning Plans.  
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 The 2018-19 school year will see a significant increase in enrollment at the WRHS GT Center from years past. 

The center, which first  opened in 2008, has grown and evolved over the years to be a program that supports 
both the unique needs of gifted students. When Lisa Lee and Elliot Holm came to the school in 2012-13 year 
the program had an enrollment of 49 students. Now that Wheat Ridge boasts a K-12 GT articulation area 
(Stevens Elementary, Everitt Middle, and Wheat Ridge High) the program supports 150 gifted learners in grades 
9-12, and next year, the current numbers indicate will be near 200 students next year!

Some of the programming that makes the center unique includes individualized, goal driven learning 
(Autonomous Learner Model); community involvement and leadership; career exploration; ?Adulting 101?; and 
21st century (ISTE) learning skills. Highlights of each school year include the GT Retreat, which is held at the 
YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park each fall, and the annual showcase of GT student projects in the spring. In 
addition, the greater school community of Wheat Ridge High supports exciting, engaging, rigorous coursework 
in the areas of advanced placement opportunity, STEM classes, art, music, and theatre programming. The 
school also has a rich tradition of excellent athletic programs, sending softball, cross country, poms and 
cheerleading teams to state championship finals this year. 
Furthermore, the center this year boasts TWO finalists for the 
prestigious Daniels Scholarship.

Moving forward, one of the goals for the Wheat Ridge center is to 
collaborate with other schools as the district expands GT programming 
to north, south, and west areas. To this end, teachers Lee and Holm 
have met with district teachers and presented at district and state level 
conferences for supporting gifted and talented students, families, and 
teachers. As a result of collaborative planning which occurred earlier 
this year, the teachers and school administration have developed 
strategies and structures to support this program more efficiently and 
effectively in the years to come, which allows them to look to the 
future, including higher enrollment, with tremendous hope and 
positivity.

WHEAT RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL GT CENTER

PARENT SEMINAR

February 26, 2018   6:30-8:00 pm

 SPEAKER:  Ian Byrd
 "Creating 21st Century Innovators"

GT students have the potential to 
make their own paths while 
earning a living doing  something 
they love.  Explore the nature & 
potential of giftedness with us!

 Jeffco Ed Center 5th Floor Boardroom
1829 Denver West Dr., #27
Golden, Co  80401

SPARKS 

Enrollment for SPARKS summer 
enrichment camp is open 
through March 30th.  The camp 
will take place June 18-29 at 
Golden High School.  Please see 
the web sit e for registration 
and more information.

GIFTED PARENT ACADEMY

Try an online class for GT 
parents!  Gifted Parent 
Academy is now offering four 
different courses.  See the web 
sit e for a course tour and 
registration information.
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 CREATING 21st CENTURY

INNOVATORS

 IAN BYRD 

Rapidly developing technologies have empowered the creative, 
quirky, and obsessed (sound like anyone you know?) to use 
those traits to create their own careers. Gifted and talented 
students have the potential to make their own paths while 
earning a living doing something they love. We'll explore some 
case studies and look at new tools for communicating, 
publishing, and even getting paid. 

Ian Byrd, one of the leading new voices in the field of gifted 
education and creativity, will be speaking. Ian is the author of the 
website byrdseed.com, which has a wealth of resources, articles and 
video clips on a variety of GT-related topics, including resources 
specifically for parents. 

    

Monday, February 26, 2018

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Jeffco Education Center - 5th Floor Board Room

1829 Denver West Dr.

Golden, CO 80401

   Parents of gifted children need access to a variety of resources , 
networking and support to help guide them through their child's 
academic journey.

   The Gifted and Talented Department will be offering Parent Seminars in 
conjunction with  JAGC (Jefferson County Association for Gifted Children.  
The presentations are prepared by various professionals on issues related 
to gifted children.

   The parent seminars focus on supporting the children, parents and 
educators while offering the resources and networking that are needed.

http://www.byrdseed.com/

